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March 20, 2008

The bridge project is still on schedule but there 
is a little glitch.  It seems the walk way did not 
meet specifications.  In spite of the delay in the 
pedestrian walk way, the bridge closing is still 
planned for mid-April.  Notice of the closing is 
expected the end of March. 

How will this work if there is not a pedestrian 
walk way?  This was the topic of discussion at the 
last bridge meeting where representatives of 
PennDOT, Road-Con, the construction firm, the 
school district, bridge club members and Borough 
officials were present. 

The solution has been used before with other 
bridge replacement projects.  It involves a bus 
shuttle from about 6:30-7:30 and again from 2:10 -
3:10 for the students that normally would walk 
across the bridge.  A bus will pick them up from a 
designated spot up town and deliver them to the 
school in the morning,  and deliver them back to 
the lot from school in the evening.  It is estimates 
that approximately 200 students walk and will 
need transportation.

For the public, a 25 passenger shuttle will pick 
up at a designated site a up-town and drop them off 
at a point on lower Main Street.  This shuttle will 
run seven days a week from 6:00 am til 9:00 pm.  
East Church Street from Walnut to First (the 
D a n n y )  w i l l  b e  C L O S E D  TO  A L L 
PEDESTRIANS.  This will be a very high traffic 
roadway and there are no sidewalks or guardrail.

All these plans are tentative and must be 
approved by the Borough and PennDOT.  
According to Kris Burek, Borough Council 
woman, this should not delay the bridge project, 
but insure that it will start and be able to take 
advantage of good weather.  The NL School 
District will send information home to high school 
and middle school students as soon as all the 
details are worked out.  They will be sending 
notice out to parents of elementary students about 
starting time changes as soon as notification of the 
bridge closing is received.

The Borough and Washington Township have 
been working to put up signs and check the roads 
to get them ready for the change in traffic patterns, 
bus routes and parking.  Washington Township has 
placed pipe under the road at Lehigh Street and 
North Gate to trap water from a spring under the 
road.  This will help solve a long existing problem 
with an ice spot on the road in winter.   

For updates on the project call 610-769-5869 or 
check out www.greaternorthernlehigh.com
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